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1 
POLICE SHOOTINGS IN THE MOUNTAIN WEST, 2015 - 2021 
Criminal Justice Fact Sheet No. 4| April 2021 
Prepared by: Elia Del Carmen Solano-Patricio, Madison Frazee, Caitlin J. Saladino, and William E. Brown, Jr. 
 
PURPOSE: 
The Washington Post 1 publishes and regularly updates a dataset regarding the use of deadly force by police since 
2015. This fact sheet extracts data for each state in the Mountain West (Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, 
and Utah), and presents a regional perspective on the total number of individuals shot and killed by police, including 
demographic variables such as race, gender, and age. Two additional variables are included in this examination: the 
presence or absence of mental illness in the individual killed by police, and the presence or absence of a body-worn 
camera in incidents of deadly force by police. 
 
ABOUT THE DATA: 
The Washington Post  frequently updates data on fatal shootings by police officers in the U.S. This fact sheet includes 
data from January 1, 2015 to March 17, 2021. These data are exclusive to deaths resulting from a police officer 
shooting an individual while on-duty. In-custody deaths, non-shooting deaths, and deaths occurring while an officer is 
off-duty are not included in the dataset.  
 
KEY FINDINGS: 
1. Between 2015 and March 17, 2021, 808 individuals were shot and killed by police in the Mountain West 
states of Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah.  
2. Within the Mountain West, New Mexico ranks first for police shootings per million people, followed by 
Arizona, Colorado, and Nevada.  
3. In all Mountain West states, a majority (more than 95%) of individuals shot and killed by police were male. 
4. In all Mountain West states, a majority (70%) of individuals shot and killed by police were between the ages 
of 18 and 44, and most incidents of deadly force by police did not involve the use of a body-worn camera.  
5. Every state except for New Mexico saw an increase in police shootings between 2019 and 2020.  
6. As of March 17, 2021, Nevada is the only state in the Mountain West with zero incidents of deadly force by 
police in 2021. 
Figure 1 shows a map of the five Mountain West states and the police shootings per million residents between 2015 
and March 17, 2021. Light green represents a lower rate of police shootings by state, while dark blue represents a 








Figure 1: Police Shootings per Million Residents in the Mountain West Region, 2015 – 2021* 
 
Source: Adapted from data provided by the Washington Post, 2021 
*Calculated using 2019 U.S. Census Population Estimates 
Figure 2 shows the number of individuals shot and killed by police in Mountain West states annually between 2015 
and 2020. All states except New Mexico experienced a peak number of individuals shot and killed by police in 2018. 
Note that January 1 to March 17 data for the incomplete year of 2021 are excluded from this figure.  
Figure 2: Number of Individuals Shot and Killed by Police in the Mountain West, 2015 – 2020 
 








































Figure 3 compares each Mountain West state’s population share of Black residents and the Black share of individuals 
shot and killed by police. Black residents make up only 1.5% of Utah’s population, but comprise 9.3% of individuals 
shot and killed by police. New Mexico breaks from this trend in that Black residents are 1.9% of the population but 
comprise only 1.7% of individuals shot and killed by police.  
Figure 3: Black Share of Individuals Shot and Killed by Police, by Mountain West State, 2015 – 2021* 
 
Source: Adapted from data provided by the Washington Post, 2021 
*Calculated using 2019 U.S. Census Population Estimates 
Figure 4 compares each Mountain West state’s population share of Hispanic residents and the Hispanic share of 
individuals shot and killed by police. Though not as pronounced as for Black individuals, Hispanic individuals are 
disproportionately shot and killed by police in most states, with the exception of Nevada.  
Figure 4: Hispanic Share of Individuals Shot and Killed by Police, by Mountain West State, 2015 – 2021* 
 
Source: Adapted from data provided by the Washington Post, 2021 
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Figure 5 compares each Mountain West state’s white share of the population and the white share of individuals shot 
and killed by police. While Black and Hispanic individuals tend to be overrepresented among individuals shot and 
killed by police, in each state, the share of white individuals shot and killed by police is lower than the share of white 
residents in the state population.  
Figure 5: White Share of Individuals Shot and Killed by Police, by Mountain West State, 2015 – 2021* 
 
Source: Adapted from data provided by the Washington Post, 2021 
*Calculated using 2019 U.S. Census Population Estimates 
Figure 6 illustrates the gender composition of individuals shot and killed by police in the Mountain West. In the 
region, individuals shot and killed by police are overwhelmingly male. In Utah, no women were shot and killed by 
police between 2015 and 2021.  
Figure 6: Gender of Individuals Shot and Killed by Police, by Mountain West State, 2015 - 2021 
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5 
Figure 7 shows the age composition of individuals shot and killed by police in the Mountain West. Over two-thirds 
of individuals were between the ages of 18 and 44. Less than one-third of individuals were younger than 18, older than 
45, or of an unknown age.  
Figure 7: Age Composition of Individuals Shot and Killed by Police in the Mountain West, 2015 - 2021 
 
Source: Adapted from data provided by the Washington Post, 2021 
 
Figure 8 shows the presence of mental illness among individuals shot and killed by police in the Mountain West. 
Arizona (56) had the highest number of individuals with a mental illness, while Utah (20) had the lowest. In every 
state, a minority of individuals shot and killed by police had a diagnosed mental illness.   
Figure 8: Mental Illness in Individuals Shot and Killed by Police, by Mountain West State, 2015 - 2021 
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Figure 9 shows the presence or absence of police body-worn cameras during incidents in which an individual was shot 
and killed by police. In a majority of cases, officers were not wearing a camera, or it is unknown whether the officers 
were wearing a camera.  
Figure 9: Body Cameras in Incidents of Deadly Force by Police, by Mountain West State, 2015 - 2021 
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